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The African National Congress (ANC) was founded in 1912 as a union of all the African
organisations which had existed in the colonies before Union in 1910. Its aims were to achieve a
unity of all African tribal groups into a single nation; to end discriminatory legislation; and to win
equality for blacks in the political, social and economic spheres. In 1948 the Nationalist government
came to power, and the 1950s were a time of protest and mass action, with the Defiance Campaign
taking place in 1952; the adoption of the Freedom Charter in 1955; and the Women’s March to
Pretoria in 1956.

Frequent States of Emergency, sanctions, disinvestment and economic recession forced the
Nationalist government to release Nelson Mandela in February 1990. The repeal of repressive
Apartheid laws, and the release of political detainees followed. Negotiation between political parties
and movements paved the way for the first fully democratic elections in South Africa in 1994, when
the ANC came to power, with Nelson Mandela as its first president.
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